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Esquimalt Lagoon Migratory Bird Sanctuary (ELMBS)
is a federal Migratory Bird Sanctuary, designated in
1931 to protect migratory birds from hunting.

Located in Colwood, the 134-hectare lagoon and
surrounding forest provide local birds with a large,
sheltered area for resting, foraging, and nesting.

In addition, thousands of migratory waterfowl and
shorebirds visit the lagoon during their spring and
fall migration.
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ELMBS is on the lands of the Lekwungen-speaking
people of the Songhees and Xwsepsum Nations,
who have used the lagoon for food gathering,
habitation and spiritual purposes for thousands
of years.
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- Esquimalt Lagoon is one of the
premier bird-watching areas
inthe Cgpital*Region.

With over 240 species recorded, ELMBS is a
popular birding destination. Such species as

Pacific Great Blue Heron, Osprey and Western
Purple Martin can be seen, along with other waders,
waterfowl and shrub-forest birds. Check out
iNaturalist and eBird Canada listings on the ELSI
website.

While the ELMBS remains
excellent bird habitat,
disturbance from off-leash
dogs, increased public use,
and stormwater run-off are
of concern. When visiting,
please maintain your distance
from birds and other wildlife,
keep your dog on leash,

pick up litter, and refrain from
feeding the birds.
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The Esquimalt Lagoon Stewardship Initiative (ELSI),
formed in 2010, is a collaborative group of
organizations and governments pursuing a
coordinated approach to environmental management
and stewardship of the ELMBS. ELSI promotes
lagoon stewardship and education, supports water
quality and fish sampling in surrounding creeks, and
coordinates invasive species monitoring projects.

Greater Victoria NatureHood

ELSI is an active partner of
Greater Victoria NatureHood.
www.gvnaturehood.com

For more information and
to getinvolved go to:
www.crd.ca/ELSI/




